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November 2021

 The Learning Link is Mapleton's monthly family newsletter. Do you have a story idea or a
suggestion for our next issue? We'd love to hear from you! Email

communications@mapleton.us. 

In this issue:

Important calendar changes to the current school year
Where to find vaccines
Enrollment 2022-23

Mapleton's Performing Arts School on Broadway
Valley View Innovation School

Parent, student and staff surveys

Haga clic aquí para ver la versión en español del Learning Link

https://www.facebook.com/MapletonPublicSchools/
https://twitter.com/MapletonSchools
https://www.instagram.com/mapletonpublicschools/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRvaGNpaW_8oiaE8pcqYBVA?view_as=subscriber
http://www.mapleton.us/
mailto:communications@mapleton.us
https://www.mapleton.us/Page/1189
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Meet the new Board of Education

News from Mapleton Public Schools

Mapleton announces calendar
changes to the current school year
 
Late start days added to calendar

Ongoing staff shortages and a severe lack of
substitute teachers are weighing heavily on
schools throughout our state and in Mapleton.
As substitute positions become hard to fill, staff
are leaning on each other to keep quality
learning experiences going for all students, often
missing out on valuable plan time.

As we continue to “level up” in Mapleton with data-driven instruction and quality
assessments, plan time is essential for our teachers to review and adapt lesson plans with
thought and intention to provide students with the best possible instruction every school
day.

To assure we continue to greet our students with rigorous and relevant instruction, we are
introducing three late start days to give our teachers back some of the valuable plan time
essential to student engagement. 

Please note the following important calendar changes:

2-hour Late Start Days:

Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2021

Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2022

Wednesday, Jan. 26, 2022

On a Late Start Day:

Classes begin exactly two hours after the normal start time. Bus pick-up
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times are also delayed by two hours.

All zero hour classes are canceled.

Preschool will be on an adjusted schedule. Preschool families will receive

additional information soon.

All staff report at the normal time. 

Please know this change comes after much consideration as to what we can do to support
our teachers so they can continue to support our students. It is our highest priority to
always offer safe, engaging environments for our students to learn and thrive. 
 

No School for 7th and 8th graders (6th, 7th, and 8th graders at Mapleton Online

and York International) Thursday, Dec. 16, and Friday, Dec. 17 

 
This unique time in our history continues to bring unexpected challenges and unimagined
opportunities to the forefront of our work. From the notion of social distancing to the
prevalence of distance learning, we are grateful for the partnership and support you have
provided us every step of the way. 

Ongoing staff shortages are weighing heavily on schools, businesses, and organizations
across the country, in our state, and in our own community. We are now beginning to see

– and feel – the impacts in our own classrooms, specifically at the 7th and 8th grade level,
prompting us to ask the question that has been driving our work through every stage of
this pandemic…What can we do to help?
It’s important to acknowledge that we have all been through a lot. Strong emotions and
difficult behaviors caused by the chronic stress of current circumstances have the potential
to disrupt the supportive learning environments we are committed to bringing your child
every school day.

To that end, we are announcing the following calendar changes to continue to fulfill our
promise to support our teachers as they continue to support our students.

No school Thursday, Dec. 16 and Friday, Dec. 17, for:

All students in grades 7 and 8

Students in 6-8 at Mapleton Online and York International School

We are canceling school for all 7th and 8th grade students, and 6th grade students at
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Mapleton Online and York International School, for two days in December to allow all

7th and 8th grade teachers the chance to attend a 7th and 8th grade Summit.  At this
summit, we will be bringing in experts from across the district to support our staff in
discussing and addressing the social, emotional, and traumatic effects of the pandemic.
We will work together to define a renewed focus for this special age group of students,

rooted in support, compassion, and connection. Our 7th and 8th grade teachers will come
back stronger for our students, to assure that as our students finish the school year, they
will emerge stronger than ever. 

Updated calendars are available online.

Where to find vaccinations

The following resources are available to help you and your family access vaccination
clinics:

Upcoming vaccine clinics for 5-11-year-olds
Vaccine providers near you
Locations that offer additional vaccines and immunizations 

Enrollment 2022-23
Discover, Choose, Succeed in Mapleton!

https://www.mapleton.us/Page/3880
https://www.comassvax.org/appointment/en/clinic/search?location=&search_radius=All&q%5Bvenue_search_name_or_venue_name_i_cont%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Bmonth%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Bday%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Byear%5D=&q%5Bvaccinations_name_i_cont%5D=Pfizer+COVID+Age+5-11+Orange+Cap&commit=Search#search_results%23search_results%23search_results%23search_results
https://covid19.colorado.gov/vaccine/where-you-can-get-vaccinated
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/immunizations/get-vaccinated
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mm4MXxig2Tw
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New 7-12 Performing Arts school opening in August 

Mapleton values arts education. As we continue to refine our menu of schools that are
small-by-design, we are excited to introduce a new PK-12 arts immersion track.
 
Welby Community School will continue to serve children from preschool to 6th grade and
enhance their Expeditionary Learning approach by infusing the world of the arts. Student
learning will be enriched through visual arts, music, dance, and performing arts.

To continue to elevate opportunities for students to learn through the arts, Mapleton will
be introducing a new 7-12 school of performing arts at the Mapleton Arts Center on
Broadway!

This will be a performing arts school and will stand alongside our existing Mapleton
Expeditionary School of the Arts (MESA), located on the Skyview Campus, which focuses
on the visual arts.
 
Check out our video to learn more about the Performing Arts School on Broadway!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mm4MXxig2Tw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-oWQSlCy8bk
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Valley View Innovation School

Valley View will re-open in August 2022 with a new name…Valley View Innovation School!

Valley View Innovation School is a Preschool through 8th - grade project-based learning
school “powered by curiosity.” This new Innovation school features flexible and
sophisticated designs unexpected in a PK-8 school, including creative and intentional
variations of a traditional classroom setting and structure.

Fueled by each student’s thoughtful and complex questions, projects come to life in one of
six Immersion Studios – robotics, technology, cooking, art, music, and science. Projects
incorporate more standards at one time and build connections across content.

Check out the virtual school tour for a sneak peek at what's to come!

Parent, student, and staff
survey - coming soon! 

As we seek to learn more about the
needs of our community, we are working
with a third party to conduct a parent,
student, and staff survey. We hope to learn:

How to best serve parents, students, and employees of the district
How and why parents and students choose the schools that they do
How we can best support our students and families

The survey will launch Monday, Nov. 29, and will close Monday, Dec. 20. The survey will
arrive in your inbox from a third-party firm working with the district. Results will be shared
at the Community Conversation on Monday, Feb. 7. 

We encourage you to please take the survey! Your voice is the future of Mapleton, and we
are excited to hear from you!

Meet Mapleton’s Board of Education!  



Page 7 of 8

On Tuesday, Nov. 16, during a regularly scheduled Business Meeting, Mapleton’s Board of
Education honored the eight years of service from term-limited members Sheila Montoya
and Steve Donnell, and welcomed two new Board members elected by acclamation,
Terry Donnell and Mallory Boyce. 

Board members shared that Ms. Montoya’s and Mr. Donnell’s leadership has been
meaningful and invaluable, particularly in navigating the challengesover the past 20
monthsas the district dealt with the pandemic. 

The following Board members were elected by acclamation and sworn in on Tuesday, Nov.
16. 

Terry Donnell | District A  

Daisy Lechman | District B (Appointed to fulfill District B term June 8, 2021) 
Mallory Boyce | District C 

Thomas Moe | District E   

Representing District D, Cindy Croisant is beginning thelast two years of hercurrent
term. This is the 15thnon-consecutive year that Cindy will be serving on the board! 

The Mapleton Board of Education comprises five elected community volunteers who work
many hours each year to represent the community and lead the District 

Elected by voters from within Mapleton, the board approves the district curriculum,
instructional materials, and annual budget. The board acts in accordance with Colorado
and federal laws while remaining responsive to the unique needs of the Mapleton
community. 

Our mailing address is:
7350 N. Broadway, Denver, CO 80221

www.mapleton.us | 303.853.1000 | communications@mapleton.us

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.instagram.com/
http://mailchimp.com/
mailto:communications@mapleton.us
https://mapleton.us3.list-manage.com/profile?u=fd46c154de1636553ff749604&id=e0dc71ac8f&e=__test_email__&c=134d5eec5b
https://mapleton.us3.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=fd46c154de1636553ff749604&id=e0dc71ac8f&e=__test_email__&c=134d5eec5b
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Have a comment, question, or story idea? Email Communications@mapleton.us 

mailto:Communications@mapleton.us%C2%A0

